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relief for a few months, or even a few years, was to report 
nothing, and this was all that had been done. Almost 
every therapeutic or surgical measure had done good, but 
there was nothing more in the way of cure reported by 
modern effort than could be found chronicled by Escarol 
in 1828. 

Dr. PRICE closed the discussion by reiterating his opin¬ 
ion, that permanent benefit was possible in properly selected 
cases. 
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ABSTRACT.—A FURTHER REPORT UPON THE 
USE OF BROMIDE OF AMMONIA’ AND AN¬ 
TIPYRIN IN EPILEPSY. 

By CHARI.ES J. POTTS, M.D. 

Since the first report was made upon this subject in the 
“University Medical Magazine,” for October, 1890, thirty 
cases have been treated by this method, with the following 
results: eight did not return after the first visit and three 
received no benefit. The following cases are reported as 
having been remarkably benefited. 

Case I.—P. McK., male, act. thirty-two. Had been hav¬ 
ing one spell a week since childhood; he has been under 
treatmentby this method for two years and has had but thir¬ 
teen spells of lessened severity. 

Case II.—W. S., male, set. thirty-two, first spell three 
months ago; has had twelve since. Number of spells re¬ 
duced to four in nine months. 

Case III.—H. S., male, set. fourteen. Has been having 
six seizures a week for past three years. Under treatment; 
had eleven spells during first six months; further reduced 
to but one during the following year. 

Case V.—W. R., male, set. twenty-five. Seven to eight 
spells a week since infancy. During five months’ treat¬ 
ment averaged seven fits a month. 

CASE VIII.—W. R., male, set. thirty-one. Has been 
having very frequent epileptic seizures since he was three 
years of age. These were reduced by the treatment to 
eighteen of decreased severity in a year. 


1 Published in University Medical Magazine, February, 1892. 
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CASE IX.—G. H., male, £Et. twenty-three. First spell 
three years ago; has averaged one a month since. During 
a period of nine months has had no spells, and describes 
himself as “ enjoying the best of health.” 

CASE X.—E. Y., male, aet. fifteen. Had one severe 
spell a month and about twelve “light ones” every day; 
at end of two months he was averaging one mild spell a 
day. Had gained flesh and mental condition was improved. 

Case XIII.—Female, aet. three. Number of spells re¬ 
duced from three a week to two in a year. 

CASE XIV.—Female, aet. two-and-a-half. Three to four 
spells a week; no relief was afforded during first three 
weeks of treatment, at the end of which time improvement 
commenced, and when last heard from she had had no 
spells for six months. 

The advantages claimed for this combination are, First, 
that it exercises a most powerful influence in decreasing 
the number of epileptic paroxysms. In the majority of the 
cases treated the average number of seizures had either 
been stationary for some time or was increasing, and they 
had previously been treated with other drugs. Second, 
that when a seizure does occur it is of much lessened se¬ 
verity. Third, while lessening the number and severity of 
the seizures, it does not do this at the expense of the re¬ 
maining physical and mental health of the patient. The 
doses used were of antipyrin, eight grains, ammonium 
bromide, twenty grains; children in proportion. 

TREATMENT OF EPILEPSY BY ANTIFEBRIN 
AND SULPHONAL. 

Dr. Hinsdale made a report of the use of antifebrin in 
epilepsy at the Infirmary for Nervous Diseases. Better re¬ 
sults were obtained in the lesser epilepsies in which brom¬ 
ides failed than in the greater epilepsies. One case was 
reported in which bromides made the condition worse, 
while antifebrin kept the attacks down to such a number as 
to make it possible to follow his vocation as a compositor. 
He took from ten to twenty grains three times a day for 
three years, and excepting an appearance of slight cyanosis 
there was no evident disadvantage in its use. 

Nine other patients were temporarily benefited by 
antifebrin, but eventually were compelled to return to 
bromides. 

Sulphonal was used in a large number of cases, seven of 
which were reported as having been under treatment a 
sufficient length of time to form an estimate of its value. 



